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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

 
In Memoriam 

March Program Planning 

Contemporaries First Meeting  

League’s 90th Anniversary 
 

You are cordially invited to celebrate the League’s 
90th Anniversary at a Luncheon with the  

 
 

League of Women Voters of Tarrant County 
 

Special Guests 
Chandler Roosevelt Lindsley 

and Shelley Kofler, News Director for KERA 
 

Thursday, April 8th  
 

11:15 am to 11:45 am Pre-Luncheon Reception  
12:00 pm to 1:30 pm Luncheon and Program  

 

Trinity Terrace, 1600 Texas Street, Fort Worth 
 

$15 - League Members 
$20 - Non-League Members 

 

For Reservations contact Doris Sawey  
no later than Monday, April 5th  

 817-348-8683 or lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net 

 

LEAGUE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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Greetings! 

 

I write this as winter snow reminds us that weather can change the best 

of plans. The League’s anniversary luncheon on February 11 had to be 

postponed when the expected “dusting” of snow turned into a record 

snowfall. The luncheon has now been rescheduled for April 8. I hope you can at-

tend this celebration of the League’s 90th anniversary as we welcome spring. Our 

featured speaker is Chandler Roosevelt Lindsley, reminiscing about her grandpar-

ents, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.  We will be in touch to reconfirm existing 

reservations. Additional reservations can be made by calling the League office  

(817-348-8683) or online at www.lwvtarrantcounty.org. Thanks to Mary Stallings 

for arranging this event – twice! 

You will notice a new voice answering the League phones and managing the 

office. We have said good-bye to Donnetta Howard, who is moving with her family 

to Van Horn, Texas. Please join me in welcoming Doris Sawey as our new office 

administrator. Most recently Doris was owner of the Gallery Art Cafe in Fort 

Worth and worked with Wings of Hope Equitherapy. Before that she was a long-

time employee of Morrison Supply. She lives in Fort Worth, as do her adult son and 

daughter and 18-month-old granddaughter. 

Preparation for our May 10 Annual Meeting begins this month. Unit meetings 

will discuss program planning for 2010-11, so bring your ideas for new programs 

and League    activities to your unit meeting. The nominating committee is also 

looking for new talent to fill out the Board of Directors. If you would like to serve 

the League in the coming year, please contact someone on the Nominating Com-

mittee – Pat Cheong, Emma Allen, Dolores Ruhs, or Penny Clowers. If they call 

you, please consider what you can do to keep the League strong. 

On a sad note, the League marks the passing of four longtime members: Betty 

Randels in late November, Marty Kissinger in late January, and Sue Walker and 

Wanda Bell in February.  We are deeply saddened by these losses. A number of 

memorial contributions have been made to the League’s Education Fund in honor 

of these members who served the League and the community for so long. 
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League of Women Voters 

of Tarrant County 

 

The mission of the League of 

Women Voters is to encourage 

informed and active participation 

in government and to influence 

public policy and advocacy. 

 President 

Nancy Stevens 

President-Elect 

Dawn Ellison 

Vice Presidents 

Program – Marion Henderson 

Community Relations –  

Dorie Cranshaw 

Organization – Penny Clowers 

 
Secretary 

Marjorie Montgomery 

Treasurer 

Dolores Geisel 

 

Directors 

Georgia Kidwell 

Linda Pavlik 

Mary Stallings 

Judy Wood 

Nominating Committee 

Pat Cheong, Chair 

Emma Allen 

Dolores Ruhs 

Penny Clowers 

 

THE VOTER  

Reed Bilz 

Dawn Ellison 

Doris Sawey 

Nancy Stevens 

 

Office Administrator 

Doris Sawey 

Office Hours: MWF  

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Mailing Address 

3212 Collinsworth St 

Fort Worth, TX  76107 

 

Telephone 

817-348-VOTE (8683) 

 

Fax 

817-348-8683 

E-mail Address 

lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net 

Web site 

www.lwvtarrantcounty.org 

Nancy Stevens 

kenandnan@sbcglobal.net 

(817) 926-3109 

Contemporaries ð a new League unit  
 
To address the needs of young women who might be 
interested in LWV, a new unit called Contemporaries is 
forming.  The first brainstorming event will be at Linda 
Pavlikôs home on Sunday, March 7 at 7 p.m.  Any 
young professionals or students who are interested in 
attending should contact Kate Lattimore at  
817-343-9491 for details or to RSVP.   

http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org/
http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org
mailto:kenandnan@sbcglobal.net


March is the month we plan our programs for next year.  Below are our current league program and local  positions. 

Please help plan the 2010-2011 program by reviewing these positions and recommending any that should be re-

moved or updated, or propose new issues that you would recommend for study. Most importantly, attend a March 

unit meeting to participate in making our plan for 2010-2011. If you cannot attend, submit your recommendations 

to the President by March. 31. The final program proposal will be voted on at our May 10 Annual Meeting. 

Program planning is where it all begins. 

 

1.  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 A.SUPPORT the regulation of gas drilling in the Tarrant County League area to mitigate   environmental and 

safety risks. 1-07 

 B.SUPPORT the creation of Landscape and Tree Ordinances in all Tarrant County communities to promote the 

livability of the community through preservation of trees and green space. 2-05, 3-06 

 C.SUPPORT action to fulfill the recreational needs of the community through acquisition and development of 

sufficient park land to meet or exceed the national minimum standards.  1-04 

 D.  SUPPORT a governmentally subsidized transportation system.  5-97 

 E.  STUDY the impact of the Trinity River Vision Project on Tarrant County residents.  

                 FOCUS: Consensus on whether or not the TRV is supportable balancing the environmental impact and 

costs involved with the promised economic and aesthetic improvements to the area.     
2. ETHICS I N LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

 UPDATE and SUPPORT the enactment of an ethics code by each local governmental entity in the Tarrant 

County League area.  5-90   

                FOCUS: Enforcement of existing codes. 

3. COUNTY ISSUES 

 A.  SUPPORT measures to improve Tarrant County government.  5-72 

 B.  SUPPORT a County-wide ambulance service.  4-84 

 C.  SUPPORT 3-digit non-emergency telephone system in Tarrant County.  12-00 

 D.SUPPORT optically scanned paper ballot and/or electronic ballot systems which include rigorous security 

measures to ensure that the machines and associated software are not compromised, and include an individual 

audit capacity for purposes of recounts and authentication of elections.  5-04 

 E.  SUPPORT access to library services for all residents in Tarrant County.  5-88 

4. SOCIAL POLICY 

 A.  SUPPORT continuation, improvement, and expansion of health services for the medically indigent in Tar-

rant County, including undocumented immigrants, in order to overcome barriers to accessibility.  5-01, 4-06 

 B.  SUPPORT access to housing for people with low income in Tarrant County.  5-89 

 C.  SUPPORT continuation, improvement, and expansion of services to children and youth that address various 

identified problems.  3-05 

 D.  SUPPORT aggressive planning and working with other concerned groups to coordinate mental health ser-

vices.  5-78 

 E.  SUPPORT community-based services to women that encourage self-sufficiency and address social prob-

lems, and efforts to provide funding from private and public sources for women's services in Tarrant County.  5

-97 

 F.  SUPPORT adequate free legal services for the indigent in Tarrant County.  3-07 

5. EDUCATION 

 A.  SUPPORT for a coordinated and integrated family life curriculum in kindergarten through twelfth grade in 

school districts in Tarrant County.  11-96 

 B.  SUPPORT a quality public education system which develops the greatest potential in each individual.  5-88 

 C.  SUPPORT for programs which allow pregnant students to continue their education and for educational ef-

forts to reduce teen pregnancy, including a comprehensive program of sex education at all levels.  11-96 

 D.  SUPPORT for increased funding for school libraries.  5-88 

Numbers indicate year and month in which position was adopted. 

2009-2010 PROGRAM AND LOCAL ISSUE POSITIONS 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

    Please access the current Voters Guide located on our website www.lwvtarrantcounty.org. 
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NATURALIZATION 

   Registrars Emma Allen and Janine Thomas registered 19 new U.S. 

citizens for voting at a naturalization ceremony held Thursday, Feb 

18, in the court of Judge Terry R. Means. There were 36 candidates 

from 20 countries, but a couple from Lebanon was allowed to have 

their two teen-agers take the oath with them. 

 

   Barbara Rubin addressed the candidates before the ceremony, 

stressing the importance of getting their applications completed in 

time to vote in the May 8 local elections. 

 

   Judge Means complimented the candidates on their judgment in 

deciding to prepare to become citizens. 

. 

Four longtime members of the Tarrant County League of Women Voters have died over the last couple of 

months.  With great sadness, we bid farewell to Marty Kissinger, Betty Randels, Sue Walker and Wanda Bell. 

 

Martha (Marty) Kissinger, who was active in our League for more than 50 years, died unexpectedly on Jan 29.  

She was Secretary at the time of her death and had been on the Board of Directors for the last several years.  

She had twice served as president, once in 1979-80 and again in 2003-04, and in numerous other leadership 

positions.  An active member of the environmental committee, she was a volunteer wherever the League 

needed helping hands. 

 

Betty Randels was a passionate advocate for children, who made Fort Worth a better place for children.  She 

spearheaded League involvement in children’s issues such as segregating youths from adults in jail settings.   

A member of the Trinity Terrace lunch group, she died in late November. 

 

Sue Walker served as Secretary of the League several times and worked on many League projects over the 

years, including handling the phones on election day. She died peacefully on February 11. 

 

Wanda Bell was a longtime member who attended many League events. She was also very active in the Fort 

Worth Republican Women’s Club. She died unexpectedly on February 8. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

25 members and 3 guests participated in the February unit meetings.  The reports from these meetings indi-

cate lively discussions.  Hopefully these discussions will lead to some ideas for local program planning at 

the March units. 

Voting Procedure State Study Results will be disseminated through Units when published by State.  We 

hope to have those results for the March meetings. 

UNIT MEETING REPORTS 

The next Naturalization ceremonies 

are scheduled for: 

Thursday, March 25, 11:00 a.m. in 

Judge Charles Bliel’s Court, 

Thursday, April 22, at 11:00 a.m. in 

Judge John McBryde’s Court, 

Tuesday, May 25, at 10:00 a.m. in 

Judge Terry R. Means court. 

 

Any League member who would like 

to participate may call Barbara Rubin 

or send an e-mail: 

naturalization@lwvtarrantcounty.org 

http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org/join.htm
mailto:naturalization@lwvtarrantcounty.org


 

NEW FRIEND OF THE LEAGUE -  Worth Wharton 

NEW MEMBERS - Frances Gratch, Sandra Price  

RENEWING  MEMBERS - Denise Anderson, Pat Crowley, Charles Dreyfus, Mary Beth Garcia, 

 John Huffman, J. D. Johnson, Gertrude Sanborn,  Robert & Mary Scott, Margaret Siedschlag 

PATRON MEMBERS - Christie Campbell 

PAGE 5 MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK 

MEMBERSHIP 

We’re the League of Women Voters of Tarrant County, one of the hundreds of local organizations across the nation 

whose members are committed to Making Democracy Work. Our non-partisan organization encourages informed and 

active participation by citizens in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. The 

League of Women Voters does NOT support or oppose any political party or any candidate. Our goal is to empower 

citizens to shape better communities around the world. 
 

 

 

$59/yr          Regular full voting member     

$49/yr          Senior full voting member, Age 65 and older                   

$89/yr          Family (two members in one household; one membership vote)          

$100/yr        Sustaining Membership ~ Elizabeth Cady Stanton                              

$150/yr        Advocate Membership ~ Carrie Chapman Catt                                    

$200/yr        Patron Membership ~ Mary McLeod Bethune                                       

$300/yr        Benefactor Membership ~ Eleanor Roosevelt  

______        Contribution  

$10/yr         Additional fee to receive The VOTER Newsletter by U.S. Mail                         

         (online VOTER  is no additional cost)    

   

Name    _______________________________________________  

  

Address ____________________________________ 

 

      ____________________________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ______________________________(Work) 

________________________________  

 

(E-mail) _____________________________________________  

 

(Fax) ___________________________________ 
 

Membership dues and contributions are not eligible for a tax deduction under I.R.S. 501(c) (3) rules. You may make an additional 
tax-deductible contribution by writing a separate check payable to the LWV/Texas Education Fund. This will be used for            
educational projects benefiting the League of Women Voters of Tarrant County. Mail your membership application, dues, and    

contributions to LWV-TC, 3212 Collinsworth Street, Fort Worth, TX  76107 or join online www.lwvtarrantcounty.org. 

Help Us Bring New Talent into the League of Women Voters 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

$59_________________ 

$49_________________ 

$89_________________ 

$100________________ 

$150________________ 

$200________________ 

$300________________ 

Contrib._____________ 

VOTER_____________

Total $______________ 

LWV/US PMP     $29.20 

LWV/TX PMP     $22.00 

PMP = PER MEMBER PAYMENT     

Thank you for 90 years of support! ~LWV-TC 

http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org/join.htm


LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
® 

of Tarrant County 
3212 Collinsworth St. 

Fort Worth, TX 76107 

Unit Meetings Discussion Topic Ƌ Local Program Planning & Voting Procedure State Study Results  
 

 

Mar. 16 (Tues) 7:00 p.m.ƋMid-Cities Unit, Barnes & Noble Bookstore, 861 North East Mall Blvd., 

Hurst (The Shops at North East Mall). Call Georgia Kidwell at 817-282-0712 for information.  
 

Mar. 18 (Thurs) 12 noonƋSouthwest Lunch Unit, Trinity Terrace, 1600 Texas Street, Fort Worth.  

          RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. Cost: $10/person. Call John Johnson at 817-810-9399 for            

reservations. Deadline for reservations is Tues., Feb. 18. Call Christie Campbell at 817-732-0556 for 

information. 

Mar. 18 (Thurs) 5:30 p.m.ƋFort Worth Evening Unit, La Madeleine Restaurant, 6140 Camp Bowie 

Blvd., Fort Worth. Dutch Treat. Call Betsy Hedden at 817-923-9198 for information.  

MARCH 2010 CALENDAR 

ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND ANY LEAGUE EVENT. 
 

 

 

~ WEõRE ON THE WEB! ~ 

WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG 

Mar. 2 (Tues)  Primary Election Day 

Mar. 7 (Sun) 7:00 p.m. Ƌ Bnmsdlonq`qhdr Nqf`mhy`shnm`k Lddshmf+ Khmc` O`ukhjƍr gnld 

Mar. 8 (Mon) 6:00 p.m. Ƌ Board Meeting at League Office, 3212 Collinsworth Street, Fort Worth, 76107 

Mar. 11 (Thurs) Mar. 18 (Thurs) Ƌ VOTER info deadline 

Apr. 1 (Thurs) ƋApril VOTER mailed  

Apr. 8 (Thurs) 11:15 a.m. registration, event begins at 12:00 noon Ƌ League Anniversary Celebration, 

Trinity Terrace, 1600 Texas Street, Fort Worth. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.  

          Cost: $15 member/$20 non-member. Call Doris Sawey at 817-348-8683 for reservations.  

          Deadline for reservations is Mon., Apr. 5, 12:00 noon. 

 

http://WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG

