After months of planning a conglomeration of local Tea Party groups has created the “Contract
From America.” See the platform here and tell us what you think in the comments.

CONTRACTv,f?m AMERICA

We, the citizens of the United States of America, call upon those seeking
to represent us in pablic office to sign the Contract firom America and
by doing so commil to support each of its agenda items and advocate on

behalf of individual liberty, limited government, and economic freedom
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Economie Freedom
The mast powerfud, proven instrument of material and soclal progress
the free market. The market economy, driven by the accumalated
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1. Protect the Constitution

Reguire each ball to sdentify the specific provision of the Constitwtion that

gives Congress the power to do what the bill does. (82.03%)

The 10-goal list list of principles is modeled after the GOP’s Contract with America in 1994. The
paper pledge that was engineered by Newt Gingrich gave the electorate a rallying cry which
helped propel the GOP election sweep in the mid-term election that year.

This year’s Contract From America is truly a grassroots effort. The concept was the brainchild of
Ryan Hecker of the Houston Tea Party movement. The idea of a new conservative contract in
2010 caught fire as hundreds of local tea party organizations banded together to promote a
website effort.

On the website visitors were asked to vote on the issues most important to them in creative a new
contract from America. The vote is in and a 10-principle pledge is the result:

. Protect the Constitution

. Reject Cap and Trade

. Demand a Balanced Budget

. Enact Fundamental Tax Reform

. Restore Fiscal Responsibility and Constitutionally Limited Government in Washington
. End Runaway Government Spending

. Defund, Repeal, and Replace Government-run Health Care
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http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/contract-from-america-a-tea-party-fueled-attempt-to-be-heard/
http://www.contractfromamerica.com/Idea.aspx
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/blogs/beltway-confidential/Tea-Partiers-unveil-results-of-Contract-From-America-survey-90823264.html

8. Pass an ‘All-of-the-Above” Energy Policy
9. Stop the Pork
10. Stop the Tax Hikes.

History tells us that a new contract is a good idea for winning elections. What will bother some
people is the method used to create it. The Tea Party is by definition a disparate collection of
local groups with differing and sometimes conflicting views.

Not all tea party groups participated and some conservatives would be disconcerted to find their
important pet issues ignored, such as illegal immigration, Obama’s war on unborn children, and
other cultural issues. In my view these are wise omissions for building a coalition.

The Contract From America needs to be viewed as an economic contract that attacks the growing
role of federal government in our lives. In that respect it is a brilliant manifesto which will allow
independent voters to coalesce around a common conservative platform.



